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Good afternoon Senator Davis, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife Committee. I am Nate Webb, Special Projects Coordinator at the Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, neither for nor against L.D. 811. 

 

This bill allows a resident of the State who is 70 years of age or older and possesses a hunting 

license to lawfully take an antlerless deer without a permit during the open season on deer. The 

bill requires the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to designate which hunting zones 

are open to the taking of antlerless deer by such residents. 

 

Allowing senior hunters to take an antlerless deer without an antlerless permit will increase the 

number of antlerless deer taken.  Should this occur, the Department would have to reduce the 

number of does killed by other hunters.  This means that providing this opportunity for senior 

hunters will result in less opportunity for others. 

 

Should the Committee decide to increase the number of antlerless deer available to senior 

hunters it is best done by making that preference within the permit drawing.  This would allow 

the harvest of antlerless deer to be managed within the deer management system and support 

population objectives.  The bill does direct the Department to identify those WMDs where 

antlerless deer may be taken by senior hunters.   This allows the Department to direct the 

additional harvest of antlerless deer to areas of the state where antlerless permits have been 

issued.  However, it does not allow the Department to control the level of the harvest by seniors 

since they won’t be required to have a permit.   To address this issue the Department will have to 

reduce the number of antlerless permits available to other hunters to account for the anticipated 

harvest by seniors.   

 

I would be happy to answer any questions at this time or during the work session.   


